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SHEWING 
How the Nature of Sin is in it ſelf 


A Miſery to the Sinner, 


AND 
That the Sinner, by ſinning, works 


A Puniſhment upon himſelf, 


4 ccording to the Nature of his Sin. 


Being a Continuation of, The Nature and Ori- 
ginal of Sin explained. Which was written 
for a Continuation of, The Remedy againſt 
mortal Errors. 
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ITo the Reader. 

except I think that GOD has given me 
pe of great Uſe to help blinded Mankind out 
wn Wiſdom, now curſed for that idolatrous 


ragende 
Mind Reader, 
ZW NEVER ſeek to put any thing in print, 
J ſomething New to ſuggeſt, which upon 
furcher tho'ts may, with GOD's Bleſſing, 
pf the Miſery fallen upon us, by having ſought 
go be wiſe enough to guide our ſelves by our 
Ambition: and then I think I hide my Talent 
f 1 do it not. "0 | 
. 1 always write in the plaineſt Style I can 
phat the meaneſt Capacity may underſtand 
me. I ſtudy the utmoſt Brevity, that it may 
ot be too chargeable to you, nor ſpend too 
uch of your precious 'Time from reading 
he Scripture, and other Duties. But I hope 
dthers will more largely improve in their 


preaching the things I ſuggeſt, Yet compriſ- 
bs | in 8 


| 
| 


i kit... in a. VI Ie — 0 2 — 
» « 


ly ſo many Years at the Printers unprinted, 


. To the Reater, *.-” 
bhp fo much in ſo few Words, I think youſ 
FP read it often and ſlowly to comprehendif 7 
it; which then will be much better to you 
than to read a large Diſcourſe, Which give. £ 
you leſs time to judge 1 a © 8 


8209 ; 6 {\ 
1 ſometimes have the dame ching hinded 
in ſeveral Books, partly, leaſt one Reader ſee 
not both, and partly, becauſe my Manuſcripts 


that I forget what was in them before I write 
the next; but chiefly to improve the — 
Reaſon ſeveral Ways. 


va 
4 


FOR Brevity, I ſometimes] omit Scripthreſ — 
Words; and except you look them in _ 
Bible, you may better omit; the Quotations 
reading, left it hinder your Time and Tho's, 


IE theſe Wilding may, whh GoD' $ Biel 
fing, be an Help to bring you to, or help you ]. 
in the Knowledge of the Neceſſity and Excel = 
lency of CHRIST for a Saviour, to xhcein * 
Grace from Him, It is all I aim at. | 
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PSALM IX. 16. 


hire === THE wicked is ſnared in the Work of bis 
own Hands. Higgaion, Selah. 


a 


Den 9 
ots. HIS will be found among the wonderful Works 
1. of GOD, therefore the Words are brought in 


by ſaying, The Lord is known by the Fudgment 


Bleſr) he executeth. Every Attribute whereby GOD 
you is pleaſed to make himſelf known to his 
xcel- Treatures, ſhall be made known to be Infinite: And is gra- 


SS ually knewn mere and more in his Works of Creation 
ad Providence. And it is thought that the moſt glorious 
f the Angels ſhall be for ever growing in their Happineſs 


A y 2 gradual Diſcoveries of the incomprehenſible Glory 
9 D. 


5 WHEN the Creation was firſt finiſhed ( no doubt but) 
Ihe moſt noble of all Creatures ſtood aſtoniſhed to behold 
ehe inconceivable Power and Wiſdom of the Creator. But 


hen Man's Redemption from Sin, by a promiſed Meſſiah, 
4 vas revealed ( doubtleſs) their Admiration was double: And 

till increaſed by the further Diſcoveries of the Glory of it. 
per. 1. 12. ich things the Angels deſire to look into. But GOD 
bon, and to be further known by the Judgments hee 


— — — — 
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| 1 
he exceutes, to be more glorious than the wiſeſt of all C 1 
| tures knew before. | aal 

I ſuppoſe the Prophets have by Inſpiration delivered ma. 
ny glorious Truths which they themſelves then ſaw not ſp © 
deep into as ſome do now. And that the depth of theſe O 
Propheſies ſhall yer more and more be diſcovered ( 1 Pet. I. 12 f 
aforeſaid. ) | Mer 


THAT the Diſcovery of GOD's Glory is the Foundatio ke 

of the Joy and Happineſs of all bleſſed rational Creature, 1 

I think none will deny. And that the Enjoyment of GOD 

is mediate. Saints and Angels beholding GOD's Image, Rare 

and his Glory diſplayed in themſelves, and in one another, e 

is their Book to read his glorious Excellencies in, whom no „1 
created Being can ſee as he is in himſelf. This J take to ＋ Flor 

the Uſe and Happineſs of the Communion of Saints in Hea-W he 

ven. And the more bleſſed the Creature is, the greater il ul 

his Viſion of GOD in his Image. 1 of 

BUT among ſo many Characters whereby GOD's Glory e 
| is made legible to his Creatures (to the Happineſs of e 
| that love it) that of the Punifoment of Sin is one. And the * 
| Manner of the Puniſhment is a Capital Letter to read hi dn 
| Glory by. He takes the qwiſe in their own Craftineſs ; and N 
makes the Sinner puniſh himſelf by che Sin he commig 

He needs not ſtrike one Stroke with his own Hang ; not 
imploy any of his Favourites to be Execurioners of his rigb- © 

ceous Judgments, For his infinite Wiſdom has mage it cb Nec 

chat the very Nature of every Sin is a Puniſhment and Mi- N. 
ſery to him that commits it. = 

THIS tuppaſe is hicherto but little ſeen. Our Text make E 

it a Matter of the higheſt Meditation. Infomuch that ou -* 


Tranflarors finding no Word in our Language to anſwer . 


che full Signification of the Hebrew Word; gave it un-trany N 
flared ggaion, which ſigniſes Meditation in the ſuperlati e 
Degree. As in like Termination Elion ſignifies the Aal * Fi, 
High. 1 
ä From the Words I ebferve that 


Nis on 


THE Wicked Man's working his ocun puniſi ment by the 6% 790 
that deſerves it, is a Matter greatly to be thought upon. 


I ſhall here 3nquire, 10 


fp: 
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Ff. HOW the Sinner works his owñ Puniſhihent ? But 
an not enlarge to ſhew, how the alwiſe Providence of GOD 
4 ma Nes the Deſigns of the moſt crafty Enemies of his Church, 


not ſo the Chnrch's Benefit and Deliverance (which many have 
* theſes roved by mulcicudes of clear Inſtances ) Nor how the Ser- 
1.1288" and his Seed, i. e. the Devil and bis Inſtruments in 

en's ſinful Luſts, by accompliſhing the thing they under- 
dation ke, d-ſeat themſelves of what they aimed at in doing ir. 
tures, = THE Devil thought co ecclipſe GOD's Glory, and make 
GOD an miſerable : And ro accompliſh it, he rempred our firſt 
image, Parents to Sin, and prevailed. But how was he enſnared in 
other, e Work of his own Hands! For GOD took Occalion by 
om no , to ſhew the Glory of his Mercy and Grace above the 
to be lory of all the Creation belide ( Pſalm 138. 2.) which 


Fherwiſe had not been known: And hence Men and Angels 
old not have been fo happy as they now may. Alſo, by 
is God took Occaſion ro make ſome of the Children of 
Nen (on whom the Devil thought to vent his Spice ) to be 
e Monuments of his Mercy, and fo, the lovely Occaſion of 
g reateſt Glory in the Creation, and thereby the Joy and 
Namiration of che Angels, and many times the more happy. 
NOR, how the Devils, not rightly underſtanding the 
ebe (which probably were given in a dark Style for 
ar Cauſe) thought to defeat the Redemption of Man, 
exciting the Fees to crucify their Redeemer ; whereas 
ereby was wro't about the Delign of his coming. 
NOR how the Enemies of the þ7zn:bling ſanctifying Doc- 
ines of rhe Goſpel, promote them by perſecuting them. 
= BUT my Dcelign is to ſhew how that the Nature of Sin is 
WD ic ſeif a Poniſhment. Which is beſt done by conſidering 
in the whole Nature of it, as the Foundation of it was 
id in the Temptation which induced our firſt Parents (and 
Wc Devils before them) to Sin. Then 


Hirt. MAN covered to have his Happineſs in himſelf ſepa- 
em GOD; as GOD has his Happineſs in Limſelf, and 
elt, ſuſficient. Man covered to brow Good and Evi, from 
ke 86h bs own Will, as 60D does. Whereas the Frame of our 
pon, | barure is ſo Glorious, that nothing can be agreeable to its 

appineſs, nor ſufficient ro ſatisfy ro Contentment; but on- 
the 2lmifying of GOD.-and rejoycing in the beholding 


7 — 
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or of Fim ſelf without it, and therefore why ſhould he have it!“ 


his Glory. Ifai. 58. 8. And the Cory of the Lord foall gather : 
thee up (for ſs it ſhould be — * ) that is, ſhall ſatisfy7 
thee, ſhall give thee full Contentment, none of thy Delires 5 15 
ſhall be ſcattered abroad to look for Satisfaction. Pſal. 16.11, by 
N. 
th 
of 


E. 


In thy Preſence is Fulneſs of Foy. Gen. 15. 1. I am thy ex- 
ceeding * Reward, This is the higheſt Glory ot the } 51 
mighticft Angels; which we are in our Meaſure capable of, 
and is our Glory. Man's chief End is te glorify and enjoy | 
GOD. But all Men ſince the Fall, till they are changed by 
the Grace of GOD, do make ir chal chiet End, to Bert J 
and enjoy themſelves in GOD' ſtead. 

WELL, Man deliring to have his Happineſs in himſelf 
without GOD, and ſtriv ing to take it, and ſo deſpiſing the 4 
Glory and Henour GOD had crowned bim with : GOD lets 
him Y his Hand, and be as happy as he can be in himſelf 
cvitłent GOD; and takes away a# Senſe of any manner of 
Happineſs in the Lovelineſs of GOD's Preſence and Glory. 
Man has his Delire, and his Sin is his Puniſhment. Man is 
never content, he always wants more, All the Kingdom 
of the World give no more Satisfaction to his capacious Soul 
than an Alms gives to a Beggar. At firſt obtaining, he 
thinks himfelf 15 a little while; ; like an hungry Mau, ; 
dreaming he eats ( Iſai. 29. 8.) bur is anon diſquiered again, 5 
and diſq: ; ictedin vain, The only ſatisfy ing thing is wanting: 
and he never to Eternity can be ſatisfyed, except it be re. 4 
ſtored again, But he has choſen to be happy in himſelf, Þ 4 
By his own Choice it is taken away; and Man knows no-! 7 
thing at all of ir, that there is ſuch a thing; and can never 
have the leaſt Ilca of is at all, except the Holy Spirit off 
GOD who made us, reveal it to us again. So Men finding f 
their Soul empty, and ſeeking ro fill it with ſuch things a 
they know of, and love, and finding it anſwers not the End; 3 15 
they think the Defect is in their not having enough of wha 5 
they chuſe inſtead of GOD. Hence many, to fill their emp- 4 
ty wandering Soul, proceed to ſuch violent and unjuſt Acti- 
ons, that ſome loſe their Lives, ſome their Peace, and moſt 
of them loſe their Souls by it. , 

VAN would have himſelf ro be his own Happineſs, and; 
his own Wiſdom, the Diſpoſer of it. GOD leis him try his * 
Skill ; Bur Man foon brought himfelf to the greateſt Idigency, p 


V1 
of 


ua 


Led. 


Emptinch 


F 
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_ XZ Emptineſs and Want. Man's noble Nature cannot be fo 
Fa content (as the Beaſts are, when their Bellies are full.) 
res Man is therefore diſquieted, and the more he ſtirs, the worſe 
5.11. he is diſquieted: That if GOD did nor, in his Pity to us lay a 
Srl Reſtraint upon it, our diſquieted Mind would be a Tor- 
the ment to us (as it is to ſome, till they chuſe Death rather 
e of, than Life) This is the Fruit of Man's coveting to be happy 
4 ef himſelf ! Verily we have made a poor hand of it! 
ay And except GOD, for Chriſt's ſake, forgive us this Sin, and 
rity 4 reſtore us to what we have very wickedly deſired ro be with- 
el out, viz. A Love to his Glory; and ſo heal our dreadfully 
2 L N depraved Soul; this diſquiered Mind will be our Torment for 
* ever in Hell. And the miferable Wretches, who to eaſe a 
*r 4 diſquieted Mind, do haſten themſelves into Hell; do only 
; wm run themſelves a thouſand times the deeper into all manner 
H of Diſquietments and Torments of Mind for ever. So is the 
1 Wicked always ſnaved in the Work of his ozon Hands 
my 4 I ſhall now propoſe a Matter, which at firſt propoſing may 


ound ſtrange : viz. That unregenerate Men now ſuffer half 
the Puniſoment of the damned; and know it not. I do nor 
ay half, nor the ten theuſandth part of the Pains of the 
damned; but half the Punifmert. 

THE Enjoyment of GOD's lovely Preſence, is juſtly ac- 
ounted more delightful than the Pains of Hell are terrible. 
But as the dead Carcaſs of a murdered Perſon knows not of 
any Harm he has ſaffered, though his living Friends, with 
Grief bemean him; So he that is dead from the Preſence 
1 of GOD ( which is more than Liſe to the Soul, Pſalm 63. 3.) 
A. . oro not of his Loſs: For he has no more Senſe of a ſpiri- 
ading nal Life in GOD's Preſence, than a dead Body has know- 


u 5 A edge of a natural Life: Yer his Loſs is never the leſs for 


e, he 
Mau, 3 
gain, " 
ting: 
be re- "of 
mſelf, C 
ve it? 
no- 


y Perrible thing. But when ſuch /ift up their Eyes in Hell, then 
NA. hey will know their Loſs, and feel their Torment, which 
— heir forſaking GOD to live to themſelves, has made. Thus 


in is its own Puniſhment, in the Loſs of Communion <vith 
W&oD; which is the greateſt Puniſhment, unutterable and 
inſupportable, that can be laid on a rational Creature created 


capable to enjoy ir, 
| B 2 THE 


gens), | 
ptinch 


is Ignorance of it. While he was alive he thought it a 
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THE Want of what GOD never made our Nature capable 
of, is no Want nor Punithment: But che Want of what it 
was his good Pleaſure to make us capable of, is a Punith- i 
ment. So the nor knowing what GOD has not made our w 
Nature capable to know, is no Punilhmene ; and the Af- ® 
pir ing after it, is a part of that dreadful Sin, rhe forbidden 4 
Fruit, as we have to Ihe w. 
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2. MAN has deſired to have his Hapoineſ only in ſuch 8 


Pleaſures as are peculiar to this World, And therefore except ; nd 
60D, for Chriſt ſake (who ſuffered to ſatisfy for Men's Hai 
Sins )do pleate to pardon us, and change our Heart in this Und 


thing, we never ſhalt have any other Happineſs. Where our 4 m 
Heart is, there is our Treaſure: and chere our Treaſure is, 
there is our Heart, Mar. 6. 21. Oh miſerable! Some ſuch 4 
may have a proſperous Lite here, becauſe it is all they 7 
ball have, | = 


1 5 

. MAN by ſinning forſook GOD, as to his Love, For oy 

all Jin comes by want of Love to GOD. And here Sin is 4 b. 
arcaaſuly its own Puniſhment, When the Brightneſs ff rer 
GOD's Glory ſhall be diſcovered in the next Life, then thoſe Mavi 
that love Jim, aud are of the ſame Image, ſhall be filled f ine 


with unſpeakable Foy, in beholding the Lovelineſs of it. In Mor: 
thy Freſence is Fulneſs of Foy. But this will be as much 2 4 ay 
Terror to thole that love od not (that is a Terror propor- 4: 
tional to the Diſcovery they have of his Glory) Rev. 6. 16. 4 hi 
And hid? us from the Freſence of Lim that fetteth on tie 
i hrone. 5 OI 
SO that the Nature of Sin is as the Fewel by which Hell Hur 
Fire burns. And Grace is as the Oil of Cladneſs, whereby Pune 
Heaven is ſo lovely; becauſe thar receives the Joy of i. 01 
SOME Men live ot of the Love of GOD, as their Prac: A 
tice ſhews ; and yer think of going to Heaven, But 13 iſo 
would ask ſuch, Mhat - world yo ts in Heav-n? It would id 
be no Pleaſure to you: Bur, the Preſence of God in his Hake 
Glory being there more brightly ſcen, very like, ic would hin 
torment you worſe chan to be in Hell. | gy p 
lake 

4. SIN is a ſerting onrſe/F for our chief End in the ſtead Bier t 
1 ol OD. As appears in the peginging of it, Our firſt ring 
0 Parents | 


* 
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able 5 arents would be as GOD. Good and Evil ſhould be ſuch 
at it Ws themſelves ſhould pleaſe, and that for their own - ſakes. 
niſh- q This was a making Gods of themſelves. O the worſt of Idol- 
our try! A forſaking of GOD, and making Idols of our ſelves. 

his we have all greedily followed. O who can hold from 


Al- 4 | 2 


adden embling 8 | | 
"8X WELL, Sin is ſtill its own Puniſhment. The Sinner in 
3 ell, when he.ſees his own Vileneſs and Hatefulneſs, in that 
ſich ob's Image in him is ſo fearfully defaced, he ſhall loath 
ccepr Ind dread himlelf, Could he flee from himfelf, what an 
len's 9 aſe it would be to him! Man would not love the Truth; 
| this Ind the Truth fhall be his Torment. Paſ ur was made an 
our Emblem of Hell, Jer. 20. 3, 4. A Terror to himſelf, a Terror 
e is, ond about. The thing is ſelf-Evident. If we be not ſancti- 
ſuch Med and purified by the Blood of Chriſt, we ſhall carry He# 


ich us wherever we go. 


they 4 


. MAN coveted to live at his owwn m, as GOD does. 
For 4 o be wiſe to know or chuſe for himſelf, what he will have 

in is be Good, and what to be Evil. And Man taking this 
g of rerogative or imaginary Privilege to himſelf, and his Will 
choſe aving by this rebelled againſt the Will of GOD, is ever in- 
filled 1 ined to will contrary to GOD's Will. This proves Man's 
. 1: orment. For GOD being ſtrongeſt, and his Will being ak 
ich a Hays juſt, he performs all his Will, Ifai. 46. 10. And I wilt 
opor- Bo a, my Pleaſure. But the Sinner wills the congrary : and 


6.16.8 
1 ie 


his diſappointed Will is his Miſery, 

WELL did eur Lord teach us to pray, Thy Vid be done. 
OD knows better how to will Geod for us, than we for 
ur felves. Our Happineſs and Duty are joined in one. 
Due great Part of the Joy of Heaven, is to rejoice that 
OD's Will is done. 2 8 | 8 
Again, SINCE we deſired to have our Will at our ewn 
ſpoſe; and GOD to p::niſh this Rebellion withdrew from 
Hiding our Will ſor us; O what a miſerable Hand do we 
iake of guiding it our ſelves! In ever inclining to the 
hings that lead to Hell, (which may ſhew us our Deſerv- 
es) and in being as leath to do the Things which would 
rake for our Eſcape. Thus, O how many periſh from un- 
er the Goſpel ! And Sin works its own Puniſhment, till it 
rings the Sinner to Hell; and then torments him there 1 
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If GOD leave us to eur own Will, and do not himſelf tur 
it and guide it for us ( contrary to what we deſerve ) wel 


Mien have ſuch an Opinion of their own Faithfulneſs. Bull 


Part of the forbidden Fruit is this! And therefore, ſeeing we 


"&ctued to do without GOD, he juſtly withdraws that ſpecial 
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8 Sin its own Puniſhment. 


1 
$ t 
mall never come to Chriſt and be ſaved. Jer. 31. 18. Tur I R 
bos me and I Hall be turned. Ezek. 36. 27. And I will put 2 

my Spirit in you, and cauſe you ts walk in my Statuten r 
Verſe 32. Not for your ſakes do I this, ſaith the Lord 60 
be it known to you. 3 11 


0 MAN undertook to be his own Protector, i. e. to know 
Good and Evil ſo as to keep himſelf. But ſee the Iſfue 
We are in Temporals, expoſed to Dangers continually. Wen 
Have no Aſſurance of eur Lives for a Moment. We are ex 

ſed to Sickneſs, Want and Pain, and muft die: Seeing 3 
we had refuſed GOD for our Protector and Ruler. If hi 
give us but our own Way, we. need no other Confutation, 
Prov. I. 31. They foal eat of the Fruit of their own 10 ; 
and be filled with their own Devices. Our own Prudence 
will not protect us. Bur the molt fatal Wo, which coma 
by chis is, Men are loath to truſt GOD's ſovereign Good- 
Pleaſure with their Souls; but will truſt themſelves and her 
own Prudence to come to Chriſt that they may be ſaved 
They acknowledge for the Truth is ſo clear) thar they 
cannot do it without GOD ; yet their inward Dependance 3 | 
is upon their own good Purpoſes (as I have ſhewn elſewhere )* 


he that truſteth in his own Heart is a Fool, Prov. 28. 268 
For ſince Men coveted. to be independant from GOD ; Men' 9 
Faithfulneſs to themſelves ( a Gift from GOD for Men! 4 
Good ) is, as a juſt Puniſhment taken away, and Men become q 
Soul-murdering Traytors to themſelves. But where Men art 
afraid of themſelves, and commit their Way to the Lord, i 
Work in them beth to will and to do, he never fails thoſe al 
truſt hin. Pſalm 37. 5. Phil. 2. 12, 13. 

THUS Men by eating the forbidden Fruit of ce Eee 
dance of new, will never come to Chriſt, except they vomit 
x up again. Still Sin is its own Puniſhment | 


WE have undertcok to be, ſo like GOD, ite gooif 
vs Evil, as to depend upon our on Wiſdom. A dreadfil 


4 Guidant 


Sin its own Puniſhment. 9 


idauce we ſhould have depended upon. For our Reaſon is 
W che Eye, which cannot ſee without Light. The Sight re- 

Wins, but the Light is taken away. And now behold Sin 
9 miſhing it ſelf, We daily miſtake te our own Hurt in 
r emporal Things, and fall into Loſſes, Croſſes and Dan- 
es, and that ſometimes unto Death, and that by our own. 
iſtakes. And we are liable to the moſt tremendous Miſtakes 
W our ſpiritual Things, and that vnco Damnation; which 
e ſpall ſurely run into, except GOD in his meer Mercy 
Iſſue ant 1. that Guidance which our Apoſtaey from him has 

rfeitad. 

ve BUT more particularly, This World is ſince the Fall be- 
me a Place of Trouble and Miſery to every Man that is 
rn of a F/oman, Job 14.1. Some part indeed, as Storms, 


tation mine, Sickneſs and Death, . purely providential to us: 
5 wal ſhew us that we cannot protect our ſelves. Bur whence 
udenc es the moſt unſupportable Part of temporal Miſery, 
oma ich even cearies Men of their Lives? But from our 
Good n procuring them upon our ſel es and one another. 
4 chen hence comes the miſerable and grievous Angers and Conten- 
raves to the Deſtruction of Comfort and Eſtate, (ſo well as 


e Cauſe of much Sin, and ſometimes the Ruin of Soul and 


s Ni ody) but from a fooliſh evilfie] angry Temper ? Provoking 
wy re [ords imprudently ſpoken, and Provocation as imprudently 
” "Poll cen; to the Confuſion, Sin and Grief of Families and 
* ” ighbeurhoods. Not to ſpeak of Laæu-Suits, Loſſes and 
ien ofſes, E each thinking his own Cauſe right, Will over-rul- 
. Men“ e Reaſon) Men fereed to loſe their Time, and many vain- 
k wel {pending it, and extravagant Charges for Pride and 
tn al aw ; allo ill Conduct in Affairs, till many a good Eſtate is 
* 1 9 nſumed, and the Owners brought to Beggary : And there- 


ſc tha ſometimes take to ill Courſes, ſometimes to the Loſs of 
0 1 fe and Soul : And all this by our caſting off the Guid- 


j 
Deperi 


n Wi 
y vomit ſdom. 


ingdoms ; and ſee the Troubles unto Wars, and Deſolations 
a great Part of the World of Mankind. Count all the 
iferies of Mankind upon Earth, and I ſuppoſe the greateſt 
If are made by Reaſon miſimproved. Thus in general 


ing pool 
dreadfil 
eeing ve 
xr ſpecial 
Guidant 


e of the al- wife and merciful GOD, ts depend upon our 


BUT let us look higher into Churches, Countries and 


en bring the greateſt Part of che Miſeries of this Life up- 
on 
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- fs confident of their own Knowledge, that they will nog 
hear what GOD has revealed to others, except it be ſome o 
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on themſelves, and one another, and haſten Death fo the 0 
half. And what is purely laid upon us, and not of our ac- 
tual procuring, would be eaſy to bear, if our Mill had not alft 
apoſtatiſed from GOD. A patient contented Mind mak 
Trouble eaſy ; eſpecially if ir rife from a dutiful Submiſſion 
to the Will of GOD: But a diſcontented Mind makes 
Trouble ten times cvorſe than it really is. And then - becauſe 
ſuch will bear vo Trouble, they uſually take the Way to help 
themſelves, which makes ir really ten times worſe than it 
was before; eſpecially if it be in Matter of Contention. Thus 
See the Sinner puniſhing himſelf, for leaving GOD by truſt. 
ing his own Reaſon. 

YET theſe things are ſmall when compared to what follows; 
for in our Spirituals, this Parr of the forbidden Fruit has 
more dreadful Effect. The Curſe is ſo dreadfully fallen up- 
on Man's Reaſon, that we fee Multitudes of People indued 
with a good Portion of natural Reaſon : Yet they judge o 
a Sermon or Diſpute not according to the Strength of 
the Reaſons given, nor the Wholſomeneſs of Directions, nor 
Evidence of Truth: But by the Multitude, Eloquence offi 
Fluency of Words and confident Geſture ; or by their At 
ſection to the Speaker or the Cauſe. So their Will blind 
their Reaſon and they are never the better. And ſome ar 


their own Faction, and will net know what Reaſons may be 
given them. Theſe ſorts are hereby rendred uncapable of 
receiving the Truth, except it be (as to Man) by meer Ac 
cident. Their great Confidence that they are right, is no 
Evidence of it (as we ſhall hear.) And as for their dif- 
cation by Doctrine, it muſt needs be only a meer tickling 0f 
the Ear. Thus Multitudes of rational Souls periſh for want 
of Reaſon. Oh the dreadful Effect of Man's covering to he 
like GOD, ts depend upon his own Wiſdom! I think it 


goes thus with the molt part of People, becauſe they uſi en 
more Will than Reaſon. O doleful ! Wai. 44. 20. A deceive e i 
Heart hath turned him aſide, that he cannot deliver i Sou bie 


nor ſay, is there not à lie in my vight hand? e N 
BESIDES all this, Men are very prone to think of other end- 
as they are themſelves, whereby they are moſtly deceived Wd 


their Opinion of each other, ti Experience teach the 
ether wits 


—_— 
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pcherwiſe. And many Miſeries follow upon this in Tempo- 
als. But the worſt is in Spirituals. Spite ful, Malicious and 
orldly-minded Men, account the Miniſters of Chriſt like 
hemſelves, to do all for worldly Gain; and finding ſome 
uch in the Office, they judge all to be ſo, and confirm ir by 
very miſrepreſented Circumſtance. Hence they receive 
heir Doctrine with no good Will, but with uncharitable de- 
eived judging, and ſo are never the better, but by unchari- 
able He iring, or by negle# of Hearing, their Soul is loſt, 
or want of being found in the Path here the Holy Spirit is 
ont to walk. A dear Uncharicableneſs ! Some of Chriſt's 
ervants who ſpend their Life, Health, Strength and Eſtate 
> do good to others; are but deſpiſed, neglected, and uncha- 
itably judged for it. | 

BUT hear things yet more terrible, if poſſible. 


he © 
Jur ac- 
ot alle 
mak 
miſſion 
n1akes 
zecauſe 
to help 
han it 

Thus, 
4 truſt- 


zllows 
t has a 


len up IN Articles of Faith, in things whereon our everlaſting 
inducdWrate depends; we ſee Men believe many hundred Ways; 
doe oiea, even thoſe who take the ſame Book for Direction, and 
sth oiſcggelieve it all, do underſtand the ſame Words many Ways: 
is, noone, yea all but one, muſt ſurely be miſtaken. They can- 
ace oor be all rieht. Is this the Image of GOD, which Man 


ir Af 
blind] 


me are 


as made in ? If it were only in things of leſſer Moment, 
nd of the ont ſide Parts of Religion it were bad: Bur it is 
Iſo in things eſſential to Salvation that Men believe contrary . 


ill nod cach other. What can a Man be the better for his Rea- 
Lome on, except the Curſe be taken off? Men will but reaſon 
r. be emſelves ro Hell, and believe lies to be damned. Oh the 
able 0 


readful Effect of Man's feeking to be his 6wn Guide! Jer. 
7. 5. Curſed be the Man that trufteth in Man -=-- whoſe 
eart departeth from the Lord &c. Well does the wiſe Man 
y, Lean not to thine own Underſtanding, Prov. 3. 5. And 
aſe from thine own Wiſdom, Prov. 23. 4. Note cell. From 
e Cauſe of this Wo, it ſeems that thofe whoſe Principles 


er Ac 
t, is no | 
» FE dit- 
ing 0f 
r wail 


g to be ad them moſt out of themſelves to truſt in GOD, muſt be 
hink Vﬀeareſt the Truth. But, Oh the doleful State of Man ! 
hey uſehen may be going in the Way to Hell, and yet think they 
decetveſe in the Way to Heaven. Prov. 16. 25. There is a Wa 


is Sou bieh ſeemeth right unto a Man : but the end thereof are | 
e Ways of Death, How dreadful is the Sin of Self De- 

f orher&ndence O the Vengeance that follows it! It has defer 

ived id che Damnation of Hel! : And the Sinner is left to be the 

ch then C Execution 
HRerwile 4 — 
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Executioner of the Sentence by following the ſame Sin ill !| 
But we ſhall hear of more terrible things yet. 4 
IT is not ſo much, that there is ne Society of Men upon 
Earth, but what are guilty of abundance of Folly in their 
Managements, to their great Damage. Nor that we be igno- 
rant of the innumerable Parts of our Bodies, and the Ne. 
ceſſity of moſt of em, to the upholding of Life, and theit 
continual Operation for that end. All which work fo well 
without our Knowledge as with it. Though ſometimes ve 
may looſe our Lives for want of a better Knowledge of theſe 
Things. But our Ignorance of our Souls is moſt awful | 
For except GOD (whom we have departed from) do, in 
Mercy for the ſake of Chriſt, help us, we cannot know the 
Motive awe act by our ſelves, And if we be never ſo ſound 
in the Articles of Faith; yet we may be deceived in on A 
ſelves, and think we have that Faith and Love which wei 
have not; and ſo think we are going to Heaven while go-W 
ing to Hell. Luke 13. 26, 27. Then ſoall ye begin to ſay, wil; 
have eat and drunk in thy Preſence &c. But he ball ſay, 1 
tell you know you not &c. But what greater Inſtance of che 
Curſe upon Man's Reafon, than People's living eaſy, where 
they know not how ſoon they may be in Hell? (Amos 6.1. 
O the dreadful ſtare that Sin has brought us into! Except 
GOb's meer good Pleaſure pity and help us, our own Will 
and Deſires will make our Deſtruction the more terrible and 
inevitable. (Ker. 13. 23.) See the Effect of our truſting ou 
ſelves, Men labour to kcep themſelves quiet in a ſtare of Sin 
All the Religion that Men have, till GOD's Spirit pleaſe wi... 
enlighten them, is only a labouring to go quietly deceived H 
Hell (as I have eliewhere ſhewn ) and therefore ſuch Meh... 
can do nothing to move GOD to pity them. Nor is ther us 
any thing in them to move him, but their Miſery, Yet i * 
they be found in the Par ανπν]⁊N , wherein the Holy Spirit i \ 
wont to walk; who knows but he may pity them and tab re 
them up. ( Foel 2. 12, 13, 14.) This Path-way is a laboriouM.c; 
waiting upon GOD, in the diligent Uſe of all his appointe 
Means in the Goſpel, O the Cauſe we have to bleis GO 
if he pleaſe to bring us our of theſe dreadful Snares! Thely g 
Lyons Dens and Mountains of Leopards, and undertake for uh, 
that we ſhall not be deceived, now we are in this <vaſt bow. 


ing Wilderneſs, (Cant. 8. 5.) | 
: 8. MAN © 
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3 Sin its own Puniſhment. 13 
1 ill s MAN covered ſuch a Knowledge of Good and Evil that 
e ſhould ot need to be ruled by any other, but that all others 


up vt * ould be ruled by him. Which thing belongs only to GOD, 
1 their 4no Creature has Power to rule another otherwiſe then 
; Nl is ſubſtituted by GOD the only ſovereign Ruler of the 
1e Ne- 


| their I hole Creation. 


ſo well 
mes wel 


THIS is not ſo general in Exerciſe as the forenamed Parts 
f the forbidden Fruit; and that becauſe there is with many 
o Opportunity, ſo much as to hope for it: And fo the 


f rack Need of it lies in them, but has no Soil to ſprout and grow. 
awful“ am had none that he could come at to rule, but what GOD 
do, in d put under his Government already. And many now 


ow the ever ſtrive for it, nor think of it, becauſe they fee no man- 

f Wer of Probability to attain it. Yet wherever Men have Op- 
n ou ortunity ( ſome more and ſome leſs) they ſtrive for it to 
ich ve ieir utmoſt. Inſomuch that ſome even aſpire to rule their Equals 
= ſmall Affairs, and if they cannot rule and have their own 
ill againſt many, they will, if they can, ſer che whole Soci- 
ina Flame of Contention, and bring all into Confuſion 
have their , which they prefer to the Peace 

If the Clurch, and the Honour of GOD, and the good 
f Souls, This wilful maſterfu] Temper brings moſt of the 


Excepi ernicious Contentions and Hatred unco Wars and Deſolati- 
vn Will Dns. Thus Sin is ſtill its own Puniſhment. 

ble and BUT where Men have Hope of ſucceeding ; How many 
ing ou Wave ſacrificed the Lives of their neareſt Friends, yea of their 
* ob Sin wn Children, and ſome, of their Parents, to this Luſt of 
cee | Sovereignty over others. Although it will do no good, nor 
L "#8 


ae em at all the more happy : But it is the Poiſon of 

h Men ie forbidden Fruit in Men's Souls, ariſing from an ambiti- 

18 ther us and idolatrous aſpiring to be like GOD, in things which 
Yet re his divine Prerogative. 


pray W Note wwe. A Likeneſs to our Maker in things which a- 
" tam gree to our Nature; ſuch as his Love and Mercy, his Holi- 
aboriou ef5 and Truth, and the uſe of them with rational Know- 
point doe, is our Glory and Duty, and no part of che forbidden 
2 GON} Fruit. | 
! They 9. I ſuppoſe all acknowledge that Pride was a principal 
e for Inoredient in the forbidden Fruit, Man coveted to be like 
ſt bout op. All Honour muſt be to him, and none muſt have 


onour but under him and to his Honour. This belongs 
on oy 
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14 Sin its own Puniſhment. 9 
only to GOD, and therefore in Man it is an Idolatry to ſec 4 
ir, It is too ſtrong meat for any Creature, and therefore ig 
makes them mad, if they eat it. It brings Wars and Deſola 
tions. For this and covering Power to rule others bree 
f ſuch Ambition that Countrys and Nations are ſacrificed to ir 7 
| M . — 

ö And ſometimes the Lives of perhaps millions of People an 
4. 

+ 

: 

' 

- 


1 


f 
de 
1 


ſacrificed to the Ambition of one Man. O the dreadtul Ef 
fect of our eating the forbidden Fruit! A Torment to Man 
p kind! Take any one Branch of it; and ir is enough to undo 
« the World | O the ExceXency of that Saviour, by Who 
| alone Deliverance may be had ! } 
MEN ſacrifice their Lives and their Souls to this Ido 

[ The Peace of Churches and Kingdoms are broken by i: 
: Men fcorn the Humiliations for Sin which GOD requires ol 
them: preferring their own Honour to the Honour of * 


# 
N 
ba 
4 
" 
4 
* 
+ E 
= 4 


| 
| | 
1 GOD, and the Salvation of Men's Souls. . 
| ALSO from theſe two diſtempers of Sin, Men's Love tl 
their Will, and Love to their Honour, ariſe ( if not the whole 
i Cauſe of Paſſionate Anger, yet) the principal Inclination toll 
wW a haſty, ſurious, wwitl:ſs, raving Anger, as alſo Malice and 
is Revenge. "I 
Moreover, OUT of this Root, Men's coveting what bei 
longs only ro GOD, wiz. A Horour to themſelves, E 
ſprouted Exvy, A Plague to Mankind ! Men cannot bear 
| chat another ſhall have the Honour of having done bettetf J 
te thin themſelves, They ſet their Wits on Work to diſccu- 
rage and diſappoint every Undertaking for the good 
5 of Mankind, except themſelves be the chief in the Honour of 
1 it. The World may curſe that Spirit of Envy, His proud 
185 conceir of himſelf will not ſuffer him to believe a Projection# 
| of another is good, except himſelf have the Honour o 
| ſomething greater. The World 2r0ans, the State vgroansf 
the Church groans. The World lotes, perhaps, half the Pro 
nt of the Earth. The State ſuffers great Charge and great 
Danger, and loſes many Lives. Ard the Church loſes many 
do ils to Hell. For Ezvy will bely a good Preacher, a good 
Sermon, a good Endeavour, till he render it partly or whol-ſ 
| ly T/eleſs, raking every Colour to defame it. A good 
| Stateſinan ſometimes muſt pay for his Wiſdom and Faichfuk 
neſs, by falling a Sacrifice to Envy. And many are gp” 
porveri/ ed to gratify that Dev] ! Envy, Oh who would forace 
| ten 
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— 
* 


to ſe n thouſand Worlds ſtand in the great Day, in the Place 
fore ¶ Mf chat Soul-murdering, Body-murdering, Eſtate-murdering, 
Deſolali Reputation-murdering, and murderer of a# good that Man 

bree an have? When ſo many ruined Families, ſcandalized Re- 


| to it utations, impoveriſted Common-Wealths, murdered Bodies, 
ple am d /o/# Souls, and apoſtatiſed Churches fhall cry for Venge- 
ful E ce on the Man that ſacrificed them to his Idol, Self-ho- 
» Mag- r and Envy Oh the forbidden Fruit our own Honour 
o unde +arate from GOD's Honour! O that Idohatry ! the worſt 

hon 1Idolatry ! And the Idolaters Comfort is but the Devils 


omfort ! a guzity Rejoicing in the Hurt of another. 


* 
is Ido I muſt now give ene Inſtance more of the Effect of Man's 
by ü veting to be his own Guide, by his own Wiſdom and Will. 
uires en the Envious Man reads this, if his Conſcience ſhew 
our on ſome glimmering of Guilt; he will ſhut his Eyes, and 


rn his Face the other way, that he may not fee it: The 
Love thoughts are uneaſy, he therefore will avoid them. Bur if a 
e whole rend warned you, that an Enemy now lay in Lait for 
or Liſe, would you ſtop your Ears becauſe the Thoughts 
We uncaly ? Would you be angry with your loving Infor- 
r: Would you ſhut your Eyes, leſt you ſhould find out 
Truth, and ſee him and fave your own Life ? Would 
e, bau ſhut your Eyes the cloſer, when you hear that he is near 
ot bea hand? Yet thus Men do with their Souls! O, avby wi 


bettet ie? Well may it be ſaid, The wicked is ſnared in the 
diſccu- ef his own hands, Is it poſſible for a rational Creature 
e good do thus? Yes it is poſſible. Indeed it appears impoſſible, 
,nour od in it ſelf, a Contradiction: Vet Experience proves it. 


r Philoſophy cannot decide it: Let us try what a higher 


proud | 
ence can do, There is a Book called the Bible, which diſ- 


ojection 


nour of eis things which Philoſophy cannot find out: And they 
oroansl ng diſcovered reſolve every Enigma inſcrutable to Philo- 
the Pro- hy before. This Book tells us that Man made an Idol 
d great Mhis Reaſon, and fer it in the Place of GOD, to truſt it 
s many SOD, to know Good and Evil. Then why ſhould GOD 
a good our Reaſon any more? Since we have rejected him, 
»r hol our Heart has departed from him, to truſt in Man. Now 
A goodF&OD has forſaken our Reaſon, what is ir worth? We 
Faichſul ht a thouſand times better be without it: That Crown 
are ig Nature is then turned into a Curſe. And then the 


'ould for 


ater meaſure of Reaſon we have, the better able are we 
ten | 
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to blind our ſelves in the Way to Hell Then it is no won- 
der if Men in ſeeing ſee not (Mat. 13. 14.) And if the 
Salt have loſt its ſavour, it is good for nothing (Mat. 5. 13.) 
Then our Reaſon cannot anſwer the End of Reaſon ; and 
ſo we ſee how this thing is poſſible, Oh dreadful ! O how 
many multitudes of People ly under this Curſe upon their 
Reaſon ! and except GOD for Curtsr's ſake, take it off, 
all the World cannot help them, nor convince them. What 
the Devil pleaſes they ſhall do; whether ir be in a furious 
Paſſion of Zeal, or Anger or Pleaſure, or what his Ve ig 
Policy thinks beſt ro keep them ſecure againſt the day of 
Vengeance. 

O how is the wicked ſnared in the Work of his own hands ! 

ALE things conſidered, it appears, that Men live conti- 
nually ſinning. (The whole World lies in Wickedneſs, 1 John 
5. 19.) All the Actions of Men are moved by a Root of 
Idolatry, the worſt of all Sin. We cannot think one thought 
aright and acceptable ro GOD, and to our own Edification, 
without the ſpecial Help of GOD's Spirit. Are not the 
Works of Religion in moſt People, and in moſt Profeſſions 
of Religion, only a Continuation of eating the forbidden 
Fruit? Of which Adam's eating the Fruit of the literal 
Tree was an Emblem. Prov. 30. 12. There is a Generation 
that is pure in their own Eyes, and yet is not waſhed from 
their Filthineſs, O the curſed State of this World, were it 
not for our only Saviour JESUS Curr, And O the doubly 
curſed State of thar Man or Woman, who having heard of 
Cuxisr, does not learn to know him, by knowing the need 
of him. And I ſay again, What Privilege have we the 
Children of Men, more than the Devils have, except what 
our Saviour has procured for us? 
| IN the next Place 

THAT Sin working its own Puniſhment, is a thing much 
to be thought of; appears thus. | 
Ix is a Matter not eaſily ſeen into. It needs much Me- 
ditation, that we may ſee deeper and deeper into it, and 
into the Wiſdom of GOD diſplayed therein. Men's not 
conſidering is, is one thing whereby People harden them- 
Jelves in their Sins, thinking to benefit themſelves by them. 
Whereas if this were duly weighed, Men would ſee that 


they only hurt themſelves; No better thing to ſhew = 
| | * | 
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Evil of Sin, both in it ſelf, and in its Hurtfulneſs to the 
Sinner. And therefore to ſee the need of Curisr, and the 
reatneſs of the Mercy which ſaves a Sinner, to the magni- 
Hing of the declarative Glory of his Grace, to the Addition 
of the Happineſs of Angels and Men. | 

NOTHING more needful rodiſcover to Men their faiſe 
Hopes, that they may be led to the true Hope. 

IT is a matter deep and comprehenſive, and tends much 
to the Glory of GOD, to the ſhame of his Enemies, and to 
make Men in Love with his Laws, which do wholly conſult 
our good. ( Deut. 10. 12, 13. ) | 


451 MAY the meer Grace of GOD's Spirit ſo bleſs the Medi- 
ation of theſe things, as to lead the Sinner to flee to Cuxlr 
ohn | make Interceſſion to the Father for his Grace, to lead him 


c © out of this Wildernels of Deluſions, and hardneſs of Heart, 
be and Enmity ro GOD, and ſpiritual Blindneſs, and Death 
15 in Sin, and to reveal Curisr and his Excellencies to him. 

) 


*. IF a Perſon come to this; then the following Scripture- 
Prayers will ſhew, and help the Breathings of his Soul. 1/ai. 


iden Gp. 64. throughout. Fer. 31.18. Exzek. Chap. 36. Pſal. 
130. And Pſal. 143. and many more ſuch. | 


from FOR further ImyroveMEnT of this Doctrine conſider 


or 1. THE Sinner has no Cauſe to complain of any hut him- 
5 % ſelf, in all his Miſeries. For he himſelf by ſinning, brings 
need upon himſelf, the veryPuniſhment which that verySin deſerves, 
the and ir ſhall work in the very manner that the Sin has de- 
| ſerved. And if we be afflicted by other Men, by Brutes and 
the Elements, it may be becauſe we have turned from GOD 
by looking ro theſe Creatures, and ſo the Object of our 
Sin proves the Inſtrument of our Puniſhmene, The ſame 
it is if we be afflicted in our Infant-Children, who are gi- 
ae 12 us, and their Affliction is ours. We may obſerve that 
and in all Ages, when GOD's People have fought help from, 
or joined ſtrict Alliance with Infidels ; ' theſe very Infidels 
(or other of the ſame ſort ) have proved a Scourge to them. 

And when the damned in Hell, belide the Torment which 
: oy their Sin it ſelf works, ſhall be caſt into Everlaſting Fire; 


< and they and their fellow damned and Devils ſhall be 


\ 


& © 


18 


a Torment to each other; it then ſhall more clearly appear 
how their very Sins have brought upon them theſe very 
Torments. 


din its own Puniſhment. 


2. HERE we may ſee the merciſul Kindneſs of GOD to 
us, as to this Life (not to ſpeak of his Merey to the re- 
deemed, as to the next Life) For when we had utterly 
forfeited his Protection of our Reaſon and Affectious, and of 
our Lives, Health and Enjoyments, He has to far keps a 
Guard upon them all, as may ſerve for a Support ſometime 
in this World. And chough our Folly bring us a thouſand 
Miſeries ; yet he has not ſo totally taken his Bleſſing from 
our Underſtanding, but that we can do ſome things 15 ratio- 
nally as to get our Food and live in the World. ( 1/ai. 
28. 24, 25, 26.) 
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3. HERE ſee the wWonderſu Efficacy of the Mediation, 
Sufferings aud Merits of Curisr, who bare the Curſe for 
his redeemed, to turn every Curſe into a Bleſſing. (Gal. 3. 
8. 28.) 

OUR Troubles and Afflictions, and eſpecially our diſ- 
quieted Mind (the worſt of all Afflictions) are either our 
Sin, or brought upon by our Sin, of Creature-Dependence: 
Yer by the Efficacy of Curisr, applied by the Holy Spirit, 
theſe things ſhall be ſanCtihed, and turned from Puniſhment 
to fatherly Chaſtiſements, ro the humbling of the redeemed, 
to ſhew them their Vileneſs, and bring them our of them- 
ſelves ro Cnr1sT, and by him ro GOD again. O Reader 
conſider, If we come to Curisr, all things are bleſſed ro 
us. If we de not, then all things are curſed to us. O wor- 


thy! O lovely Say1ovus |! 
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4. HERE may be ſeen, that every Error in Doctrine, and 
Miſtake in other things, as it is a Puniſhment ſor Sin, ſoit is 
moſtly inflifted by the Sin of Creature-Dependance. Errors 
in the oute ward part of Religion, ariſe moſtly from Men's 
looking more at their own Reaſon, then at the Word of 
GOD, in judging what are protitable- Ordinances to be uſed 
in the Service of GOD, whereby they miſtake the plain 
meaning of Scripture, and do net know they are guided by 
their own Wills, whereby they have forfeired GOD's 
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Bleſſing on their reaſoning m_ _ And therefore, in chat 
atter, ny eaſily rake Light for Darkneſs, and the con- 
rary; be they naturally never ſo wiſe. As for that part of 


PVatural Religion which is contained in the ten Commands; it 


ontains things Which belong to us; and therefore the ſearch- 


ng into them, barely to know our Duty is no part of the 


orbidden Fruit. And therefore the Curſe fallen upon our 
deaſon, affects us only in general with refpe& to that, as 
it does with reſpect to our ordering our temporal Affairs. 
ill ſuch time 5 we, to gratify our Eaſe, or ſome other 
uſt, do call ſome Contains (or that part of it which © 
poſes ſuch Luſt ) into queſtion, and make our Reaſon, acted 
dy our byaſſed Will, the Judge. And then we are as liable 
o believe Falſhoods concerning themoral- Lav, as concerning 
any other things; becauſe then we have eaten the forbidden 
Fruit a freſb, with reſpect to the moral Law. I think this 
rings that Soul-kiing Error with ſome, againft the fourth 
ommand. Bur the Subſtance of the forbidden Fruit in that 
part of it which relates to our Reaſon, was a ferſaking of 
OD and ſetting up our Reaſon as a ſufficient Judge. Knd 
ence ſuch as are under the Power of this forbidden Fruic 
ill believe nothing concerning GOD but what themſelves 
an comprehend. So that concerning his Being, Exiſtence 
and perſonal Properties, and Counſels, and id, and Eter- 
a! Unchangeableneſs, his Love, his Mercy, his Fuſtice and 
Iruth , they will either diſbelieve what they cannot fathom, 
or elfe frame Idea's ef it according to their own finite Capa- 
ities; and ſo render GOD (in their Imagination) but 


nite, Hence they are rendered incapable of aſci ibing tb 


im the Glory due unto his Name: And therefore incapable 
f the true Happinefs of a rational Creature. So the Sin is 
ts own Puniſt ment and works its own Puniſhment. And 
all Men are under the Power of ir, till chey are reſtored by 
unrsr. And they that are under the Power of it are as 
onfident that they are right, as our Mother Eve was, when 
de eat the forbidden Fruit ( having taken a ſinful Ambition 
> blind her) and are as coufident as they and others are, 
Fho (from the ſame Principle in Subſtance ) live in the 
alſe Hope of their being regenerate and in a ſtate of Salva- 


en; to their utter undoing for ever, if they ſo continue. 


Map had not ſinned, he had been content with the Know- 
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ledge of what he is capable to know of GOD, and had known 
that to be fuZy enough for him, But the aſpiring to find 
out the unſearchable things of GOD, and his Counſels, and 
Rules of Juſtice is the Ambition which our firſt Parents had 
when they eat the forbidden Fruit; and can produce no lef 
than the moſt terrible Soul-killing Errors. C that terrible 


and dreadful forbidden Fruit! From this very Principle 


alſo it is that Errors ariſe relating to the Goſpel of Cuxisr. 
Theſe all either directly or indirectly ftrike at the Heart 0 
Fuſtificatien by the Righteouſneſs of Curisr only, imputed 
to us by GOD's free Grace, without any manner of Regard 
to the Covenart of Works. And though many by the — 
of Education and Evidence of Truth do profeſs this; ye 
none do in<varadly rely upon it, till their Diffidence ia GOD 
with their ſpiritual Pride be ſubdued by the ſame Grac 
which has fo pardoned and juſtifyed them. For till the Sin 
be pardoned, ir will execute its own Vengeance. While a 
Perſon is under the Wrath of GOD, he is under the Power 
of the forbidden Fruit ( which as it is his Sin, fo it is his 
Puniſhment) bur when he is pardoned, the Puniſhment i 
taken off ( 1 Pez. 2. 24. Gal. 4. 6.) Till we ſee our mi 
ſerable and helpleſs Stare, we never can know who helps us 
nor know our need of Help, nor truly deſire his Help. 


THIS the Coſpel of the Covenant of Grace ſtrives to make 
People ſenſible of, that they may be ſaved, Bus the forbid 
den Fruit is Enmity to ir. That Pride and ſelf will nev 
yield to the Goſpel of Cuxisr (the new Law of GOD ir 
cannot be ſubject to it (Ro. 8. 7.) It muſt be crucified 


And till it be wrenched out of our Hands it is in vain te 


offer Cusisr in his Goſpel. We muſt therefere be w_ 
to deſpair of our ſelves, before we will ſubmit ro the free 
Grace of GOD's good Pleaſure in CuRIsT. I do not fa 
deſpair of GOD's Grace ; but, deſpair of our ſelves. But 
while a Man is under the power of the forbidden Fruir, he 
cannot ſubmir to this; bur muſt find ſomerhing ef his ow! 
to encourage himſelf by. He is by the forbidden Fruit 
departed from GOD to truſt himſelf; and therefore man 
ſoch will believe no more of a perſonal Union of tawoNatwres it 
Cunisr, nor of original Sin, nor of imputed Righteouſneſs, not 
of GOD's ſree Election, nor of our dreadful Guile and L 
pravi 
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nownſifl pravity, than their own Underſtanding can comprehend. 
find Hence ariſe many Hereſies under divers Fornis and Denomi- 
andi nations. All deſtroying the Faith which is only ſaving, 
ts had | 
0 lei] BUT now let me take leave to offer a Word to my Bre- 
rribleſſ chren who believe the Doctrine of the Covenant of Grace, 
ncipleſ by the Satisfaction made ro GOD's Juſtice by the Righte- 
18157, ouſneſs and Sufferings of Currsr, Some (if I miſtake not) 
Ut 0 _ ſuch a Neceſſity from the eternal Nature of GOD's 
putedſ Juſtice, that GOD could not be juſt if he had pardoned 
egard Man without Satisfaction. Others will have that Sin might 
Fra have been as well pardoned without a Satisfaction; though 
; ye for fome Reaſon (I know nor What) Cuarsr muſt die to 
GOD make Satisfaction. I humbly offer, that I take both to be a 
Gract Tincture of the forbidden Fruit. I dare think of no neceſſity 
he Sin in GOD bur his infinicely Free and Unchangeable Will. I 
hile know of nothing wharſcever of which we Creatures can have 
Powerſſſ any manner of Idea (as it appears to us) but in Le or 
is hi Poſſe, is the Reſult of his moſt wiſe and incomprehenſible, free, 
ent ii ſovereign, gracious and unchangeable Will and good Pleaſure ; 
ur miſeven to his Attributes through which he is pleaſed to make 
ps un himſelf known, by their Image in his Creatures, Divines 
p. ſay well, That GOD's Attributes are a# one in bimſelf; 
but diverſly appearing to us. So the Juſtice which appears to 
| makeFus is but a Ray of the divine infinite Goodt es, exhibited to 
orbidJÞJus in ſuch Form, as his infinite Wiſdom ſaw fit to make us 
nevetſſ capable to receive an Idea of. So I believe no ſuch thing as 
D) ig an eternal Neceſſity in GOD's Juſtice, as we have the Idea 
ucified. 5 
ain te 


of it. 

9 BUT on the other hand, to make it ſuch an uncertain 
e frech thing that it may be fulhlled or not fulfilled, J as little un- 
not ſayfiderftand. If ir be ſuch an indifferent thing, then where is 

Buff our Faith in the Neceſſity of Cus isr's ſuffering for us as the 
uit, heJonly way of Salvation ſince the Fall ? I do not ſuppoſe 
s owIthar GOD has made his Juſtice ſuch an uncertain thing as 
| Fruiffſto be no Rule whereby he governs his Creatures. And 
mani what GOD wills he wills eterna/y (or is changeable) But 
ures nor ro diſpute the Matter. I humbly offer, That the infinire- 
Ty wife good Pleaſure of GOD, made the Covenant of Works 
ſuch that (to be the Emblem of his moſt perfect Juſtice ) is 
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| 
A mnſt be fulfilled unto the utmoſt jott and tittle, either by our 
| Obedience or by our Repreſentative, or by our ſuffering thy 
utmoſt Penalty of Diſobedieace. And infinite erernalWifſdom 
; | can never find new Cauſe nor any Cauſe to change! Since no- 
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thing can be new to him. 
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| 5. HERE appears that when Men aſpire after the Know. 
ledge which GOD has not made them capable of, they punih 
i! themſelves for their own Arrogance. What GOD has made] 
1 us able to know, is enough, fully enough: More is impoſſible, 
more would do ws no good, and the ſeek'ng of more, neceſ. 
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787 | 
2 ſarily brings Error and blinds us, Go out of your Elemen 1 
f | and you die. GOD knows better than we what is good fond 
2 [ us: and the not being therewith content, was the forbiddenfiice i 
A | Fruit. Jut 
| | WE could nor have wiſhed to have been created in a berhe 
F ter ſtare chan we were. We might have been as happy «WM B 
1 Heart could hold. It was enough, enough,! I mean what w lar 
j were capable to enjoy and arrive to, ſuch higher Degrees in ep. 
1 as GOD had ſer before us. The Diſcontent with it brings o e 
. our Miſeries. Tr] 
4 
4 IF a Man need not look far for what he would ſee, hi 6. 
ty ſceing'a little way is as good for him, and the reſt is need en 
18 ics, We may know perfectly true, what we do know: Bui wh 
iu if ve ſeek more than GOD has allowed us, we ſhall cheat «| 
3 know jalſely. COD's Will is all, and the very Cauſe of ou Periſ 
The Being, and all we need, to be happy. The Capacity of Knowrom 
1 ledge which Adem and the Angels had ar firſt, made the Opir 
75 ſufficiently happy. Their Capacity of ariſing (it may be their 
171 a thouſand times higher in Knowledge, and thereby in Ha bei. 
it; : pineſs, was GOD's additional Gift to them. The Angels why loub 


3 fee, perhaps, ten thouſand times more of GOD's gloria, 
4% Excellency than we do, ſee ſo much the cleaver, how far it . 3 
beyond chem to know and ſearch our the infinite Abyſs 0 
it; and dread as much the more, the ſearching into it. Ti 
bciold and admire, is what becomes a Creature. 


7. 
ate « 


| of th 
: MUST we call to an Account the Rules of GOD's Gover re ii 

L went ? The Juſtice of his puniſhing Original Sin? H rear 
* chuling whom he pleaſes to cternal Lite, and leaving wo owe! 
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23 
e pleaſes ? Depend upon being deceived if you do. my 
who looked in the Ark of the Covenant were puniſhed wich 
Death. Our Reaſon, as it now ſtands ar leaſt, is not capa» 
le to draw Conſequences from GOD's Counſels further than 
he has in his Word revealed, as appears Men naturally 
hink, that if GOD hath appointed, or not appointed them 
» Salvation, that then all Endeavours are in vain ; and to 
elp this they render GOD changeable. Whereas the very 
ontrary Conſequence from GOD's Counfels is the Truth, and 
uch as are taught by GOD's Spirit do find ic ſo, See 
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oflible, Dan, 
neceſ ap. 9. Oh the forbidden Fruit 41805 
lemem TO ſearch out GOD's Works in Creation and Providence, 
od fond in his Word, ſo far as we can; that thereby we may 
biddei eo the glorieus Excellency of the al-wiſe Diſpoſer, is our 


Duty to our Maker, and a Favour given us ef GOD, ta 
he Increaſe of our Happineſs. ( Pſalm 111. 2.) | 


a bet. | | 
BUT to frame Ideas of GOD's Thoughts, as if they were 


PPY 4 

— we an's Thoughts, is Atheiſtical, and a miſerable Error, for is 
es in IMieprives the Creature of his Happineſs in GOD, and leads 
ngs ae every other hurtful Error, The wicked is ſnared in the 


ork of his Hands, . 


6. HERE we may be put in mind, that when Men put off 
onvictions, becauſe they dare not truſt GOD, bur themſelves 
which is the yery Cauſs ) they are fo ſnared in the Work 
pf their Hands, that this is the very Cauſe that ſo many 
periſh from under the Goſpel. Men ftrive to keep themſelves 
rom knowing their Sins, and to keep a geod( tho' blinded } 


ze, hi 
s need- 
7 : But 
ill then 
of out 


K now 


e thenMOpinion of themſelves; and if GOD ſuffer them to have 
ay be heir Delire, they never can come to Curtsr and be ſaved, 
1 HapMWſhcir Sin brings their Puniſhmene, to have their Damnatien 


loubled, for rejecting Cuxisr in his Goſpel. Pſal. 58. 4, 5. 
They are like the deaf Adder that ſtoppeth her Ear &c. Pſal. 
95. To day if ye will hear his Voice &c. 


els wh 
loriol 
ir it | 
byſs 0 
rt, I 7. HERE ſee the beſt Rule to know whether we be in 2 
ſtate of Salvation or not. While a Perſon is under the Power 
of the Image of Hell, and the Fuel of the Flames of Hell 
re in him, which conliſts in living to our ſelves, and in 
Creature Dependance: So long is ſuch a Perſon under the 

Power of Condemnation, and in a ſtate of Damnation; be 
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d Acquirements never ſo great. 1 Cor. 13. 1, 2, 3. The} 
Poel withths Tongue of Men and Angels, and have not Love & 


The Teide o8ds to feed the Poor, and my Body to be burned 
&c. It is * wre' i 2060 Heaven 195 be Neven : Bu 
when a Perſon by believing in Cux ist is erncified to the World 
and the World to him (Gal 6. 14.) So that his or and Af. 
Feckions (of which, the hardeſt ro diſcover, hardeſt ro ſubdue, 
and moſt hurtful, are N Pride, and Self or Creature- 

) are crueiſied; fo that he lives by Faith in 
Cne.1sy, and lives to GOD and not to himſelt, and therefore 
watches againſt all ſinful Luſts; then is ſuch a Perſon in a ſtate 
of Grace and Salvation, Pſalm 5. 6. Gal. 2. 20. 


8. HERE we may be put in mind, That Error in Fudz- 
mem or a miſtaken Knocvledge, is a great Unhappineſs to a ra- 
tional Creature; and is in it ſelf a great Puniſhment for Sin 
9. HERE again we may be put in mind, That a Diſcs: - 
ten at 60D Providence, or a ſetting up our own Will ſe- 
parate from GOD's Will, contains in iv the Root of all Sin 
and Miſery. We ean ealily ſubmit re GOD's Will when his 
Providence ſuits our own natural Vin; but the Tryal is 
when it goes contrary, If our Will had never rebelled againſt 
GOD's Will, we ſhould never have had Occaſion to deny 
eur own Will; but as Sin has cauſed a Neceſſity of many new 
Duties, which orherwiſe had never been required of us, fo it 
Has brought upon us the Duty and Neceſſity of denying our 
own Will. Here ſee alſe, the great Caufe we have of Thark- 
Frelneſs when GOD is pleaſed fo to favour us, after eur Re- 
bellion, that to mitigate our deferved Miſery, he fo orders 
our Will, our Deſires, our Intereſt and Eaſe, that it be agree- 
able ro his own Will in his Providence; and much more, 
when he ſo ſanctifies our Will, that we fubWir'to,. and re- 
joice in his Will, tho* againſt our Eaſe. & 


& 


254077 
ro. HERE ſee what we muſt, by the Goſpel f C112 157, 
E after to be ſaved,viz. That we be cleanſed from all theſe 
nward Luſts, this Nature and original of Sin, this Fuel of 
Hell Fire. For while theſe Luſts remain in us unſubdued, we 
are no more capable of the heavenly Society than the Devil 
are; be our oztward Works never ſo good, great and famors, 
4 r 
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